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Subject:     "Synthetic  Fabrics. "     Information  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  U.S.D.A.     Information  in  part  from  talk  "by  Miss  Lutie  Fryer, 
University  of  Utah. 
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Uncle  Ebenezer  came  in  last  night  with  a  broad  smile  stretched  right 
across  his  face. 

"You  look  happy,"  remarked  Uncle  Silas.     "I  wonder  if  you  remembered 
to  get  my  tobacco  on  your  way  home." 

"Oh,  my.    That  just  slipped  my  mind  somehow.    I'll  step  out  and  get 
-  some  right  after  supper." 

"And  what  about  my  darning  cotton?    Did  you  remember  to  buy  that? 
inquired  Cousin  Susan. 

Uncle  Ebenezer  shook  his  head. 

"I'll  get  it  first  thing  tomorrow.    You  see,  I  was  very  busy  this 
afternoon.     So  much  to  do  that  these  little  errands  just  went  right  out  of 
ny  head." 

"Hm,"  said  Uncle  Silas,  "weren't  you  saying  only  this  morning  that 
business  was  unusually  quiet  at  the  office?" 

"That's  right,  Things  have  certainly  been  pretty  slow  lately.  That 
is — well,  to  tell  the  truth  my  business  this  afternoon  wasn't  at  the  office. 
But  it  was  very  important  just  the  saxio." 

"Hm.  Is  that  so?    Apparently  it  was  a  pleasant  job,  to  judge  from 
the  pleased  expression  on  your  face  when  you  came  in." 

"Yes,  very  pleasant,"  agreed  Uncle  Ebenezer.    "And  very  useful.    As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  spent  the  afternoon  helping  Marian  Lee  choose  drapes  for 
her  living  room." 

"What1  s  that?"  said  Cousin  Susan. 

"Yes,  I  met  Marian  Lee  just  as  I  was  going  into  Smith' s  store  end 
she  invited  me  to  help  her.     She  said  she  needed  my  advice.    We  went  all 
over  town  after  samples.    You  have  no  idea  what  time  and  effort  it  takes  to 
get  the  right  thing.    It  didn't  take  us  long  to  settle  on  color.    But  our 
trouble  came  when  we  began  to  consider  fabrics." 
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"Well,  I  never,"  exclaimed  Cousin  Susan.     "These  men  do  "beat  all. 
imagine  spending  the  whole  afternoon  shopping  for  Marian  Lee's  curtains  and 
forgetting  all  about  my_  darning  cotton." 

"And  my  tobacco,"  added  Uncle  Silas. 

"I'm  sorry,"  said  Uncle  Ebonezer,  ""but  Marian  Lee  did  need  help." 

"She  always  does,"   said  Cousin  Susan,  tartly.    "And  if  you  ask  me,  I 
think  she's  a  perfect  clinging  vine.    Of  course,  Ebenezcr,  you  would  bo  taken 
in  by  a  helpless  feminine  manner." 

"How  see  here,  Susan,"  '■  Uncle  Ebenezer  began.    "I  - 

"What  did  you  start  to  tell  us  about  choosing  material?"'  I  asked. 

"That' s  right,  Aunt  Sammy.    That  was  just  the  point  I  wanted  to  bring 
.    Marian  Lee  had  her  heart  set  on  some  material  called  rayon.    That  was 
a  new  name  to  me.    I  looked  at  this  fabric  and  asked  the  clerk  if  it  was 
real  silk.    No.     She  said  it  was  rayon.     'Well,'  I  said,   'now  look  here, 
Marian  Lee.     Call  it  by  any  name  you  please,  but  just  the  same  it' s  that 
artificial  or  imitation  silk  made  from  wood  pulp  or  seaweed  or  something. 
Don't  tell  me  that  you  want  wood  pulp  hanging  at  your  windows.'     But  Marian 
Lee  still  maintained  that  she  liked  that  material.    So  I  said,   'Come  along 
and  have  a  soda,  with  me  and  forget  the  curtains  for  today.    In  the  meantime 
I'll  inquire  about  this  matter  of  new-fangled  fabrics  with  new  namest 

How,  Aunt  Sammy,  if  your  friends  the  textile  specialists  would  give  me 
some  information  on  this  subject,  I ' d  be  a  most  grateful  man.    After  all  the 
time  and  thought  I've  already  put  into  selecting  the  right  curtains,  I  want 
to  be  sure  Marian  Lee  makes  no  mistake.    New  things  are  sometimes  reliable 
and  sometimes  not.    What  about  these  now  fabrics?" 

That  reminded  me  of  a  short  talk  I  heard  not  long  ago  by  a  textile 
specialist  at  the  University  of  Utah.    This  brief  chat  was  on  the  subject 
of  choosing  and  using  the  synthetic  fabrics.    Just  the  thing  for  Uncle 
Zbenezerl    And  fortunately  I  had  a  copy  of  it  filed  away  in  my  desk.  So 
right  after  supper,  Uncle  Ebenezer  sat  down  with  his  pipe  and  read,  what 
Miss  Fryer  had  to  say  about  rayon.    T/ere  Uncle  Ebenezer' s  theories  right? 
Hot  quite.    Plere' s  what  Miss  Fryer  says: 

We  no  longer  call  the  synthetic  fabrics  by  the  misleading  name  of 
"  artificial"  or  "imitation"  silks.    And  the  r/ord  "rayon"   is  the  proper  family 
name  of  these  sjmthetic  fabrics.    These  are  entirely  new  fabrics,,  originated  by 
man.    But  when  they  were  first  introduced  merchants  were  afraid  the  public 
might  not  take  kindly  to  a  brand  new  fabric  made  of  wood  pulp  or  cotton 
linters  or  what  not.    So  they  decided  that  the  new  fabrics  should  be  sold 
under  the  guise  of  the  silk  which  they  resembled. 

Most  of  us  know  now  that  the  fibre  from  which  rayon  is  woven  is  not 
silk  made  artificially,  that  it  is  a  new  sort  of  fibre  with  distinct  and 
individual  characteristics.     It  differs  from  other  fibres  in  that  it  is  made 
by  chemical  and  mechanical  processes  in  a  factory  instead  of  by  biological 
processes  -  in  the  cocoon  of  an  insect,  on  the  back  of  an  animal,  or  in 
plant  form. 
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Eayon  also  differs  from  other  fabrics  in  having  its  own  elasticity  and 
fcenking  strength  points.    It  is  from  a  third  to  a  half  as  elastic  as  pure 
■l?:  and  has  from  a  half  to  two-thirds  the  breaking  strength  of  pure  silk. 
At  t  -t,  rayon  is  found  superior  in  wearing  quality  to  a  large  per  cent  of 
the  heavily  weighted  silks  found  on  the  market  today. 

Now  let's  consider  what  qualities  we  find  in  rayon  that  we  as  buyers 
would  loo]"  for  in  any  goods. 

Well,  to  begin  with,  white  rayon  remains  white  throughout  its  life,  for 
neither  laundering  nor  sunlight  will  yellow  it.     Some  varieties  of  rayon  are 
not  injured  by  perspiration  so  are  not  favorable  for  the  growth  of  bacteria. 
This  is  important  from  the  hygienic  standpoint  and  recommends  its  use  for 
underwear.    Due  to  its  smooth  surfa.ee,  rayon  does  not  soil  easily.     It  may  be 
laur.iered  or  dry  cleaned  with  equal  success.    These  qualities  give  it  wide 
use  in  underwear.     It  is  also  used  as  dress  goods,  window  curtaining  material 
hosiery  and  so  on. 

But  the  special  qualities  of  rayon  require  the  right  treatment  if  the 
faerie  is  to  give  good  service.    The  right  laundering  methods,  for  example,  are 
■jortant.    Rayon  usually  requires  less  rubbing  and  mechanical  manipulation 
than  some  other  materials  because  its  smooth  > surface  does  not  collect  dirt 
readily.    Here  are  some  helpful  hints  for  laundering: 

First,  use  a  fine  neutral  soap.     Second,  never  rub  soap  directly  on  the 
fabric.    Third,  make  a  waj-m  suds  and  dissolve  all  the  soap  before  putting  the 
garment  in.    Fourth,  to  remove  all  the  loosened  dirt,  rinse  twice  in  clear 
water  the  same  temperature  as  the  soar,  bath. 

Rayon  is  softened  aid  weakened  while  wet,  so  it  is  especially  important 
not  to  wring  or  twist  this  fabric.  The  safest  way  of  removing  excess  water  is 
to  roll  the  garment  up  in  a  towel  and  gently  press  or  squeeze  the  water  out. 

In  drying  rayon  hose  or  knit  garments,   spread  them  on  a  flat  surface. 
Because  knitted  fabrics  like  sweaters,  skirts  and  dresses  may  stretch  during 
laundering,  it's  a  good  idea  to  tie  them  up  in  a  net  bag  before  you  put  them  in 
to  be  washed. 

Two  don't  are  important.    First,  don't  pull  or  stretch  rayon  hose  or 
knit  garments,  when  wet.    Second,  don't  hang  them  up. 

As  to  ironing,  press  rayon  when  dry  on  the  wrong  side  with  a  cool  iron. 
If  you're  ironing  a  mixed  goods  of  rayon  woven  with  cotton,  silk  or  wool,  iron 
tho  fabric  vhilc  it  is  slightly  damp. 

Tomorrow:     "Low  Cost  Diets  for  the  Children". 
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